Mr. Dixon’s Accelerated Science and Applied Mathematics-Physics
Class Contract
[image: image1.wmf]What Accelerated Courses are...


At Parkside, we began an initiative last year to teach Accelerated Science and Applied Mathematics courses to challenge the student body.  These courses are college level courses, with a somewhat demanding Test given at the end of the course.  We are focused on making things fun, interactive but also challenging, with a vision to prepare students for high level work in High School and beyond.
Classroom Goal: To win the Game God has given us- to understand the basics of physics to the best of everyone’s ability.

Our Game- SAT SUBJECT TEST- Physics. Winning means everyone gets 600 (out of 800).
How we will win- Our play book…

1. Know yourself ( weaknesses and Strengths).
2. Practice Hard to deal with weaknesses and learn “plays” (the “how toos”).

3. Know your opponent ( understand the subject but also the test).

4. Reverse Engineer success knowing where you want to be, then make a plan to get there.

5. Assess where you are regularly!  You should know how you will do BEFORE you take the field.  This requires being real and looking at Practice tapes.

6. WANT TO WIN! And know what winning looks like for you!  For some it might be getting a 600, but for others it might be 800. Hard work can only come from within.

7. Get and Give Support from your coaches and teammates.

Expectations of Students

Administrative Expectations:
1. That all students take the SAT Subject exam for Physics June 2, 2007.  These exams will be paid for by Parkside since they are required for the course, but it is expected that every student take the exam, and it will be held off campus on Saturday June 2, 2007.
2. Come to Extra help Sessions on Selected Days, especially before the exam, or make arrangements to see Mr. Dixon during that week.

3. Students see Mr. Dixon with work partner once a week  in class to assess where they are.

4. Students have their own Scientific Calculator.  These cost about $9 and can be purchased at CVS or Staples.

5. Students attend more than  90% of classes.  Because we go so fast, this is imperative, and it doesn’t really matter what the excuse one might have.  If one misses for legitimate reasons, which is usually the case, then all the work must be made up within one week of return.

6. Students Attend class on time.  3 Tardies will be the same as one absence and then expectations #5 takes affect.

Academic Expectations:
1. That Students Receive a grade No lower than a C for each term So NO C-’s.  If a student gets below a C, chances are it is because they are not working hard, or may just be struggling with their time. If they are getting below a C then they will be given extra works sheets, and MUST see the teacher once a week for help.  This can be after school or some other specified time.  

2. Students Attempt all Homework, and do 60 minutes of Homework for each class ( 3 a week).  If a student misses more than 3 homework assignments in a term, they will put into Precalculus.

3. Students will take clear notes and keep up to date notebooks, organized as stated in class.

4. Students will do Practice tests over weekends and breaks, using both soft ware and test given by teacher.

5. All Students will identify and practice basic skills or areas of weakness.
CONTRACT
I, ________________________________________(PLEASE PRINT NAME ON LINE)  as an active student in the Physics Course at Parkside, hereby promise to fulfill, my end of the class expectations as a member of our Science class team, knowing that if I fail to do them, I will be put on academic probation for Science class and will have to do extra work and see the teacher outside of class once a week until assessments prove I can come off of probation.

Signature of Student: ________________________________________

I am the parent/guardian of the student above, and I will support them in fulfilling their end of this contract, and understated the requirements of this contract, the expectations of the student to take the SAT Subject exam in Physics and all of the extra associated costs associated with this course and taking the SAT Subject Test.

Signature of parent:







I, Mr. Dixon as the “coach” of our science class team, will do my best to prepare you for the goals of this course. And create an environment of the class that is conducive for challenging learning that is also interactive and sensitive to your specific needs and strengths.

Signature of Teacher:







​​​​​ If you have any Questions whatsoever about the contract or the course

Please feel free to contact me!   We are in this together!
Michael D. Dixon         (781) 326-4951        dixonmi@alum.mit.edu (Preferred Email)
A SIGNED CONTRACT IS YOUR TICKET TO CLASS THIS COMING MONDAY!
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